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Together with our partners  
at Toronto City Hall, the  
Friends of Roxton Road Parks  
are developing a  
community-based vision  
for the revitalization  
of our three local parks  
into vibrant interconnected  
hubs of social, creative,  
recreational, and  
ecologically sustainable  
activity. Join us! 

………………………………………

www.roxtonroadparks.com

GET INVOLVED!
……………………………………………………………………………………
All neighbors and interested parties are welcome to join the 
Friends group and/or one of our five subcommittees to  
participate in the visioning and revitalization process. Here’s 
how to get started:

Subscribe to our blog! 
Visit www.roxtonroadparks.com and enter your email to receive 
updates and event information via email. We promise never to 
flood your inbox or share your address.

Follow us on Facebook or Twitter! 
Updates will also be posted to Twitter @roxtonroadparks and 
facebook.com/roxtonroadparks.

Come to a meeting!
Currently the Friends hold meetings that are open to interested 
neighbors on the third Wednesday of every other month.   
Meeting announcements and agendas are always posted to the 
blog, so subscribing is the best way to stay in the loop:  
www.roxtonroadparks.com

Join a subcommittee, task force, or program! 
Contact us to find out how you can put your experience and 
enthusiasm to work for our parks! Subcommittees include  
Revitalization, Events, History, Trees, or Communications. We’ve 
also started a Kitchen Task Force and Adopt-a-Tree, Wildflower  
Garden, Special Events, Tree Inventory, and Making History 
programs for 2013.

Support our efforts!
Short on time, but want to support our efforts? You can do so  
by attending our fundraising events, purchasing our fabulous  
“Who is Fred Hamilton?” T-shirts, or making a donation. See the 
website or contact us for details. All proceeds go toward park 
revitalization initiatives. 

And always, THANK YOU for your interest, participation, and 
support!

ANNUAL EVENTS
……………………………………………………………………………………
Our Events subcommittee creates opportunities to socialize,   
celebrate and support our parks in the process! Here’s some 
of what you can look forward to over the coming year:

January 27, 2013 
Get out of bed! Have breakfast with Fred!  
First Annual Pancake Breakfast in Fred Hamilton Park
 
April 13, 2013
FoRRP at Environment Day in Trinity Bellwoods Park  
Debuting our own special blend of organic, free trade coffee, 
Fred’s Favourite Blend! 

May 19, 2013 
Compost Drop at Fred Hamilton Park 
Join us for compost, bocce court cleanup, ribbon cutting for 
our new ramp, and the official kick-off for our Adopt-a-Tree 
program, coinciding with the planting of six new trees!

June 22, 2013 
First Annual Summer Movie Night in Fred Hamilton Park 
Popcorn, drinks, and a kid-friendly movie. Fun for everyone!

August 10, 2013                      
Second Annual Summer Block Party in Fred Hamilton Park 
Come out for our barbeque, raffle, community garage sale, and 
more! Contact us to reserve your table and sell your stuff!

October 2013 (date TBD)          
Night of the Living Fred! 
Second annual Halloween party in Fred Hamilton Park — 
costume and pumpkin contests, treats, and movies after dark!
 
……………………………………………………………………………………

All dates tentative and weather permitting. Subscribe to the 
blog for the latest: www.roxtonroadparks.com. Better yet, join 
the Events subcommittee! Email info@roxtonroadparks.com 
to inquire.



ABOUT THE PARKS
……………………………………………………………………………………
Fred Hamilton Playground, George Ben Park, and the Roxton 
Road Parkette all sit atop what was once known as the Prittie 
Ravine, better known now as part of the former Garrison  
Creek, and are situated between Little Italy to the north and 
Little Portugal to the south.

Fred Hamilton Park 
The highlight of Fred Hamilton Park is the bocce court, a  
legacy of Italian immigrants, one of many diverse groups that 
have inhabited the neighbourhood over the years. The lower 
level includes a recently established community garden and 
playground with outmoded equipment as well as a large  
wading pool. The brick washroom building and adjacent field 
house are underutilized; these in addition to stairs, pathways, 
the bocce courts, wading pool, grass and trees are all in need  
of maintenance and upgrades.

George Ben Park  
This park sits just west of Fred Hamilton and is a flat playing 
field with ball diamond and soccer pitch. Many perceive it  
to be the playing field for St. Luke’s Catholic School, but it is 
actually a public park. 

Roxton Road Parkette  
This is a small plot of land with sloped grassy terrain and  
some trees along the perimeter. This parkette is rarely used 
except by dog owners.

ABOUT THE IDENTITY
……………………………………………………………………………………
The FoRRP logo is a stylized version of the three parks in  
plan. George Ben Park is the medium-sized rectangle to the  
left, Fred Hamilton the large shape to the right, and the  
Roxton Road Parkette is the small rectangle at the bottom.

ABOUT THE REVITALIZATION
……………………………………………………………………………………
Fred Hamilton Playground was identified in 2011 by the City 
of Toronto to be in need of maintenance and capital upgrades, 
with funds allocated for work beginning in 2012. Significant 
park levies from the condo development on College Street will 
provide additional funds for future upgrades as well.

 
KEY PRINCIPLES
……………………………………………………………………………………
Over the past two years of meetings and community  
consultations, the Friends have identified four key principles 
that encompass the uniqueness of our parks and help to  
determine our values as a group:

Inclusive/Intergenerational 
The features in our parks support people of all ages, and will be 
accessible to everyone.

Climate Change Action 
We address climate change at the local level and support  
ecologically and environmentally sustainable materials,  
practices, and activities.

Creative Community 
Our neighbourhood is a locus for creative industry workers, and 
we celebrate, support and engage this rich resource. 

History/Heritage 
We make visible the history of our neighbourhood including  
Garrison Creek and immigrant history.

 
JOIN US!
……………………………………………………………………………………
With so much to do, we need your help to make it all happen! 
Subscribe to our blog: www.roxtonroadparks.com, or contact  
us at info@roxtonroadparks to find out when the next meeting 
is, join a subcommittee, volunteer for a project, or more.

ABOUT THE FRIENDS
……………………………………………………………………………………
In 2011 a group of eight Ward 19 neighbors responded to 
a City need for local guidance on pending upgrades to Fred 
Hamilton Playground. This group has since evolved into the 
Friends of Roxton Road Parks, with a Steering Committee 
and five active subcommittees (Revitalization, History, Events, 
Communications, and Trees) overseeing the revitalization  
of three adjacent parks on Roxton Road: Fred Hamilton Park, 
George Ben Park, and the Roxton Road Parkette.

As of this printing, some of our accomplishments include:

• Name change to Friends of Roxton Road Parks 
• Website launch, and then relaunch with a new identity  
• Startup of Facebook and Twitter feeds 
• Production of “Who is Fred Hamilton?” t-shirts
• Finding and meeting with Fred Hamilton (junior)
• Developing a tree partnership with U of T
• Receiving press from multiple media outlets
• Guiding of ramp upgrade design and construction
• Hosting of two open houses
• Production of a 2013 heritage calendar
• Hosting of three public events in the park
• Submission of our first grant application
• Completion of Food in Our Parks survey
• Operationalizing of Friends structure
• Holding regular Friends meetings (16 so far)

New and ongoing initiatives in 2013 for which we are  
seeking volunteers and participants include: 

• Adopt a Tree Program
• Tree Inventory Program
• Fred’s Wildflower Garden
• Special Events
• Making History 
• Kitchen Task Force
• New members for Revitalization, Communications, Events,  
 Trees, and History Subcommittees


