
Swim the Creek!

Images (clockwise from top 
left): Garrison Creek in its 
heydey; the sewer that carries 
the Creek underground; map of 
the creek; the Harbord Bridge 
across the former Prittie Ra-
vine. Images courtesy of the 
City of Toronto Archives, map 
created by the Toronto Star. 
Images and maps obtained 
from www.humanriver.ca.

For more info: 
www.roxtonroadparks.com
www.100in1Day.ca

Three parks along Roxton Road 
(Fred Hamilton Playground, George 
Ben Park and the Roxton Road 
Parkette) trace the course of the 
now-buried Garrison Creek that 
once flowed from north of St. Clair 
Avenue south into Lake Ontario. At 
this spot on Roxton Road, a clear, 
clean creek flowed through what 
was known as the Prittie Ravine. 

The land in the area was cleared in 
the 1800s to make way for farms, 
estates, and industrial develop-
ment like breweries and abbatoirs. 

With Toronto’s westward expansion, 
bridges — like the one pictured at 
Harbord Street — were built to cross 
Prittie Ravine above Garrison Creek. 

By the early 1900s, the growth of 
population and industry, along with 
poor sanitation, made the creek so 
polluted the city decided to divert it 
into a brick sewer. The ravine be-
came a convenient dumping ground 
for excavation material including re-
fuse from the Bloor Street Viaduct. 

Today, the ravine is mostly gone, 

but the route of Garrison Creek and 
the topography of Prittie Ravine are 
evident in the bends and hills on 
Crawford Street, Montrose Avenue, 
Sully Crescent, Harrison Street and 
Churchill Avenue.

This installation, created by the 
Friends of Roxton Road Parks for a 
citizen-driven festival called 100 in 1 
Day, roughly traces the path of the 
Creek through our parks. It’s meant 
for play, so don’t be shy - jump un-
der, use it for shade, have a picnic!
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