
FoRRP AGM - January 28th, 2020

In Attendance: Tara, Jill C, Marisa, Julie, Bob, Marco, Zac, Jill M, Kim, Melana, Nicolas, Kathy

Intro
thanks to Tara and Bellwoods for allowing us to use their meeting space

City Update
The City is going through the budgeting process, and there will be some funding for Toronto 
ravines and local projects, including our playground project. Between $500-800,000 for the 
playground and wading pool renovations. Construction will likely take place in 2021 through to 
2022. Much of the planning and preparation will take place this year in 2020 starting with a 
design consultant.

There are still some issues with the road work that was completed this year along Shaw Street. 
Jill will follow up with Emily at Mike Layton’s office forwarding the list of issues with the road 
work.

Paul Orichefsky will be our permanent park supervisor for our ward starting in March. Jill will 
forward the old Brian Green list of park needs to Paul.

Events
The 7th annual Pancake Breakfast will be on Sunday February 2nd in and around Fred’s. There 
will be all of the usual festivities!  

Both Pat and Tim have resigned from the Events committee, but Stephanie has joined Bob and 
Rhea for the 2020 year.

Environment Day will likely be early April. Perhaps the 5th or 11th to be confirmed by Marco.

History
The calendar made a profit again this year! This is the 8th heritage calendar to be produced and 
still filled with great images from the area. 80 copies were printed and there are only15 left. 
Contact Barbara or Kim to get your copy while supplies last. Discovered a mislabelled image in 
the Toronto City Archives of Fred Hamilton that has since been corrected. Fred Hamilton Jr. also 
made a donation to FoRRP of $250. The owners of some College Street businesses have some 
images that we can use in the future.

Accessibility
The distinction between accessible and Barrier free was discussed as were existing features in 
the parks. FoRRP has been improving park accessibility as a top priority, but it is important to 
remember that accessibility as described by the government is not the same as barrier free. It 
should be a priority to continue making our parks more accessible, but also making them more 
barrier free. This can be more and clearer signage and markings for those with vision issues. 
Removing barriers like snow and garbage bins that block the sidewalks. There are 64 residents 
at Bellwoods House that need a barrier free community to enjoy everything the neighbourhood 
has to offer. 



An additional idea that came up were marking curb cuts for visibility. ACTION: Marco to see if 
there is a City procedure for such a thing.

We have a great opportunity ahead to make the playground barrier-free and accessible.

Put up flyer with accessible features up at Bellwoods House.
Salt is hard on wheelchairs. 2020 pilot program for downtown snow clearing. It won’t be for 
awhile though until City funds any sort of large scale snow cleaning program.

Suggestion for signs at edge of park about accessible features.  Apparently park signage is 
being updated soon by City.

Treasurer Report
$6,500 in the bank. $1,500 heritage fund
$300 income over 2019

2019 Year in Numbers 
139 Blog Followers
180 Facebook Followers
243 Twitter Followers 
21 Posts in 2019

FoRRP Elections
All 2019 Directors and officers resign

Nomination and Election for the 2020 Board of Directors
Bob, Jill M, Vanessa, Tara, Julie, Melana, Zac, Jill C, 

Nomination and Election for the 2020 Officers
Chair: Jill C (final year)
Treasurer: Julie
Secretary: Jill M

2020 Organization
- Agreed we don’t need a Playground Committee. Will revisit when City is ready to start 

working on the project. Friends meetings will handle any playground decisions that arise in 
the meantime.

- Melana is interested in rejuvenating a “Fred’s” Committee to look at potential programming. 
She will connect with Ben who did work on this a couple years ago. 

- Green Committee will try to meet at least once this year to plan future plantings and further 
green initiatives.


